THE RESCUE                367
came out to meet us, including a special steam launch engaged by The Daily Telegraph and The New York Times, was particularly gratifying.
We left Atlantic City amid the yelping of some ribald writers who were disappointed because we had been unable to supply the visitors with a few sensational trial trips along the coast. We returned to New York in triumph and apparently were to be received on land as well as at sea as heroes.
This reception has been far beyond our deserts, but will encourage Mr. Wellman and his crew to do better next time. We are defeated in our attempt to reach Europe but we are not discredited. We have established a record of which we are proud. We covered 1,008 miles; we were in the air 72 hours; we sacrificed our airship but we saved our lives, and, above all, as Mr. Well-man and Mr. Vaniman will show when they write their technical reports, we have gathered a vast amount of useful knowledge which will help largely in the solution of big problems relating to the navigation of the air. And we also saved the cat!
(Signed)      F. MURRAY SIMON.